MUDDY HANDS IN A TECHNO WORLD
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By Amy Wharf and Ann Contois

here is a certain fascination to
using ones hands to knead a soft,
malleable lump of clay, pulling
and pushing to change its form and
watching as it magically takes shape
into something that did not exist
moments before. The amazing thing
is that here in Spokane, this ages-old
skill is being avidly pursued by three
Gonzaga University college students—born of a technological society and adept at navigating complex
digital tools—they choose to also
explore the deep satisfaction of creating an object with their own hands.
Celeste Hatfield, Scott Campbell and
Cory Fusick are the first interns to be
selected for the Young-Fell Memorial Internship Program. Sponsored by
the Pottery Place Plus cooperative,
this three-month internship is geared
to hone their professionalism, while
displaying their ceramic artworks,
beginning in February 2018.
Gonzaga University ceramics professor Mat Rude observes,

“Artists in our technological society have new tools
to add to their creative
toolboxes. I feel the act of
making art is extremely important; more people need
to actively engage their creative side. Being creative is
instinctual, but people have
just lost touch. I encourage
my students to reconnect
with that energy.”
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at is excited to see the birth of this
internship program, as rarely do colleges
and universities include business classes
in a Fine Arts curriculum. “Students
need to have the skills to present and
sell their work in a professional manner.
I hope this internship with give these
young artists the confidence and ability
to pursue their creative passions and
succeed as artists,” says Mat.
His students will have the opportunity to
not only sell their artwork in a gorgeous
downtown gallery, but also gain inventory preparation, art marketing, display,
customer interaction and sales experience from the guidance and expertise of
Pottery Place Plus members.
For those who have not yet discovered
it, one of the treasures to be found in
Spokane is Pottery Place Plus, an artist
cooperative that features fine arts and
crafts made by local artists from our
area. In 2018, they will celebrate their
40th year of continuous operation, making them the oldest art cooperative in the
Pacific Northwest.
The Pottery Place Plus mission includes
sharing its wealth of sales and marketing expertise with the next generation
of artists. To commemorate their 40th
Anniversary the cooperative is launching the Young-Fell Memorial Internship
Program, named in memory of two coop members, Denny Young and Chuck
Fell, to honor their contributions to the
cooperative and their lifelong commitments to the arts.
Denny Young, a longtime co-op member, is remembered as an enthusiastic
potter who enjoyed sharing and teaching
the techniques behind his art. A master
of Raku and Stoneware pottery, Denny’s
work reflects a style uniquely his, which
has a loyal following.
Chuck Fell, a master precision woodworker, specialized in making one-of-akind boxes for jewelry and keepsakes.
His attention to detail and decorative
touches made his boxes true works of
art. Chuck found his artistic home when
he joined Pottery Place Plus. His family
has donated his woodshop tools to Pride
Prep/Innovation High School, enabling
students to take woodworking classes.
48

ART CHOWDER MAGAZINE

Photo by Craig Goodwin

The Young-Fell Memorial Internship Program is being funded by a generous grant from
the Fell family and by proceeds from the Retrospective Show and Sale of works by Denny
Young and Chuck Fell. The show opened November 1, 2017 and continues through January
2018. All proceeds are being used to fund the internship program, making it sustainable
and self-perpetuating.

Our intern program will help to solidly
launch these artists into professional
careers. This has great value for the students, as real-life experience is not something that can be taught in a classroom.”

Pottery Place Plus members want to share their over 400 years of combined experience in
successfully marketing artwork. Outstanding art students from Gonzaga, Whitworth and
Eastern Washington Universities, and Spokane Falls Community College, are invited to
participate in the program. Interns are given a unique opportunity to sell their artwork at
the gallery, while benefitting from personalized mentoring provided by co-op members.

While the Gonzaga University interns are
all potters, their approaches to ceramics
are diverse. It is fascinating that several
are pursuing careers in the hard sciences, yet see an intrinsic value in working
with one’s hands. During a recent visit to
the Gonzaga ceramics studio, the interns
shared these insights.

Says program organizer, Ann Contois, “Emerging artists struggle to have their work shown
in quality venues. They often lack funds and experience to effectively market their art.
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Celeste Hatfield –
junior, math major,
from Sherwood OR
My interest in ceramics began in high
school. I want to keep art in my life
by minoring in Fine Arts. At Gonzaga,
I started on the potter’s wheel and
immediately fell in love with the ability to create symmetry and evenness. I
get a lot of pleasure in creating something that I can use or that I can gift to
others. The long process of working
with clay is so satisfying—from
throwing the object on the wheel, to
trimming, to taking a piece out of a
mold, to pulling a completed piece
from the kiln—it’s all worth the wait!
I have always had a passion for art
and making things. Some of this
stems from my dad and grandpa, who
were both artistic. Ceramics allows
me to directly share what I love
with other people. I enjoy making
something functional that people will
use every day—to eat or drink from
or for flower display. I also believe
that ceramics, or any type of art, is
a necessary supplement for students
when learning other subjects.
There is a definite overlap between
ceramics and other subjects, especially math and chemistry. Math
influences my work; my current “big”
project is making a ceramic Rubik’s
Cube using slip cast molds. I’ve
always loved figuring out how things
work—taking them apart and putting
them back together. I also really enjoy
bright colors and fun patterns, which I
explore by mixing glazes and working
with colored clay. The versatility of
clay allows me to explore and constantly learn new techniques.
Most of my pieces are thrown on
the wheel, with the exception of the
“Converse shoe mugs” that I handbuild. Recently, I’ve been working
with plaster molds and slip cast
pieces. I also color clay and create
agateware. I plan to continue developing these techniques by making
hand-built agateware, possibly using a
press mold.
I think in today’s world, where much
is digitized and processed, people are
more likely to appreciate something
handmade and unique. I believe a
beautifully crafted item means more
to people because they see the effort
that went into its making.
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Scott Campbell –

By Amy Wharf and Ann Contois

freshman, math and physics major,
from Boise ID
The work I create focuses on emphasizing the natural qualities of clay. I
make my pieces simply, using only a
few common tools. I bring attention to
the natural textures, deformities, and
randomness inherent in clay. I want
to communicate that the often-overlooked realities of life—variability
and imperfection—are intentional,
meaningful and inspire creativity and
uniqueness.
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The sheer quantity of different clay
bodies, forms, functions and decorating factors draws me in, allowing
my experiences and individuality as
an artist to show. The unpredictable
nature and challenges associated with
clay—exploring the fine balance between weight, function and the finicky
nature of glazes—entices me through
the struggle I experience finding how
my own style and personality are
reflected in the clay.
My background in the hard sciences
brings an analytical approach to my
creative process. I am able to incorporate a sense of intention and directness
that is then balanced nicely by the
variations and perceived randomness
involved in the creation of my pieces.
The value of working with my hands
is expressed by my intimate connection with the clay. By physically
touching, manipulating and altering
the form and function of traditional
styles, the fast-disappearing reality
of human creativity and innovation
emerges. The unique characteristics
inherent in clay, when formed by
hand, contradict the constructs of
routine and conformity enforced in a
technological society, and bring unity
and balance.
I create something permanent out
of a material that starts as highly
impermanent. The profound change of
vitrification of the clay during firing
solidifies what started as an abstract
idea into a tangible three-dimensional object. This intimate relationship
fostered by the conceptualization-to-creation process brings me an
immense sense of accomplishment
and satisfaction that can’t be matched
in any other media.
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Young-Fell Memorial Intern: Cory Fusick

Cory Fusick –
junior, business major,
from Portland OR
I’m drawn to clay’s intimacy and
functional history rooted in community. Early pots were storage
and cooking vessels. When I join
in the making process I feel drawn
back to the inherent creative spark
we have as people. I am interested
in expressing through clay the human relationships, faith, conflict,
and flourishing that are illuminated clearly by the unquantifiable
nature of art.
Techniques I keep returning to are
faceting and stretching my pieces
to achieve distressed, torn, and
rough surfaces. With functional
pieces, I communicate the precision, movement, and immediacy
involved in the making process.
Through my metaphoric and
sculptural pieces, I draw people’s
attention to the dissonance between our world as it currently is
and our world as it ought to be, by
exploring themes of repentance,
social justice, and globalism.
Through clay, I’ve found a voice
to what is most important to me,
giving all that excites or upsets
me a physical space in this world.
In a more grounded sense, I’m
honored when my functional ware
enriches daily lives—early morning coffee to after dinner dessert.
In society we’re allowed some
degree of creativity, but always
within constraints. The more I
work with my hands, the more
these limitations fade away—replaced by an authentic expression
that is uniquely my own, allowing my mind the space needed
to think creatively so things I
value are manifested. This act of
“returning to one’s self” enables
the creative thought that gave us
science and technology in the first
place.
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he Gonzaga interns are joining
the nurturing environment provided by
one of the most respected art galleries
in town. Pottery Place Plus opened in
1978 in the Flour Mill, energized by the
cultural and artistic revival following
the 1974 World’s Fair held in Spokane.
Founded by a group of 16 potters, with
Jill Smith as president, the members
have created an on-going, successful
venue for marketing fine art and craft.
The cooperative moved in 2005 to its
current location in the historic Liberty
Building. The gallery now enjoys close
proximity to the Convention Center, hotels
and restaurants, enabling participation in
downtown arts events like First Friday. The
co-op invites all to share their love for the
quality and beauty to be found in handmade art.
“We have prospered for 40 years due to
the many community residents and visitors
to Spokane who find their way to our
gallery—people who appreciate the local
art we sell,” says long-time member Nan
Drye.
“We also owe our amazing longevity to the
talent and dedication of our member artists
and a prime “location, location, location”!
Today, the Pottery Place Plus cooperative is
comprised of fine professional artists who
create unique, eclectic artworks reflecting
passion for their media and dedication
to excellence. They are a diverse group
encompassing many different artistic paths,
styles and visions, but are united in a desire
to maintain a successful retail showcase for
art—that allows their Northwest creativity
to enhance the lives of all who enter.
The gallery offers works in pottery,
fused and stained glass, fiber arts, and
a wide selection of jewelry, as well as
handmade candles and bath products.
Two-dimensional works include calligraphy, mixed media, and photography
featuring images of Spokane and the
surrounding countryside.
Pottery Place Plus provides not only
a beautiful year-round local venue for
member artists to market artwork to discerning customers, but also a supportive
environment where they pool resources,
time, and knowledge to benefit the professional career growth of members.

To maintain the stunning 1600 square
foot gallery, each member designs an
eye-catching display of their art and
handles an aspect of running the business. As an integral part of the gallery’s
charm, members take turns “manning
the store”—nurturing personal relationships with appreciative customers.
The Pottery Place Plus cooperative
continues its mission of sharing the joy
of the creative process by demonstrating
at various venues. These include First
Night, local schools, and the Garland
and Perry Street Fairs.

This community interaction helps raise
awareness of the gallery while sparking
excitement about the value of imagination as an enhancement to all our lives.
The new Young-Fell Memorial Internship Program is a natural extension of
this community outreach. The program
is a realization of the desire of co-op
members to mentor up-and-coming
young area artists—to pass the baton of
their knowledge on to the next generation and in so doing build a strong and
vital local arts community. Welcome to
the Gonzaga Interns!

Young-Fell Memorial Internship
Program - Intern Display
Opening Reception:
Friday, February 2, 2018,
5pm-9pm
Location: Pottery Place Plus
203 N. Washington Street,
Spokane, WA 99201
(509) 327-6920
For more information about Pottery
Place Plus, the Young-Fell Memorial
Internship Program, becoming a
co-op member, or receiving the
monthly newsletter, visit:
www.potteryplaceplus.com
www.facebook.com/potteryplaceplus
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