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An
Interview with ARTIST

DEBBIE
HUGHBANKS
By Marilee Hudon

nationally recognized professional
artist, Debbie Hughbanks shares her love
of wildlife, her sense of humor, and her
heart through her paintings. Inspired by
her family, and the woods that surround
her home, her works range from
whimsical to nostalgic. Beyond being an
award-winning artist, she also happens
to be a delightful person.
Despite being a grandmother, there is a
joyful youthfulness to Debbie that draws
you in. Her passion for animals, family,
and life in general shines through her
paintings, as well as her friendly manner.
Quick to smile and share a story, the life
she’s built is as much a work of art as
one of her paintings.

Art Chowder: Debbie, much of your art
centers on local wildlife. Are you native to
the Pacific Northwest?

Debbie: No I’m not, however, I’ve lived
here since the late 1960’s. I was born in
Colorado, grew up in Missouri, then spent
some time in Germany before coming to
Spokane with my mother and my then
stepfather. He was from Spokane, so when
he retired from the Army he wanted to
return here.

Art Chowder: Lucky for us! Why did you
become an artist?

Debbie: I always had an interest in art. First
drawing, mostly horses, then branching
out to other animals as time went by. I was
always drawing something as a child, and
continued to create art here and there as I
raised children, while working at and then
eventually owning, a travel agency.
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Art Chowder: Are you

t one point my husband
asked me why I didn’t paint
more often and I told him I
didn’t have time for it. He
said, “Well if the opportunity
arises, we should sell the
agency and you should
concentrate on your art.” By
sheer coincidence, one of
our agents had recently quit
and I was in the process of
interviewing a replacement.

classically trained, or selftaught?

Debbie: I am not classically
trained. I took some art
classes in high school, but
that was decades ago! I
actually learn a lot from
watching videos, reading,
listening to other artists, and
asking lots of questions.
I practice, make a lot of
mistakes, and try to learn
from all of them along the
way.

During the interview I
mentioned to the lady that
I wasn’t sure I even wanted
to keep the agency. The next
day she came in and offered
to buy it! I took that as a sign,
and with the total support
and encouragement of my
husband, Al, I became a
full-time artist. It was a great
decision and I love being able
to work as an artist each and
every day.

Art Chowder: Do you have
a mentor, or someone you
admire?

Art Chowder: Between having
a military stepdad, and all
your work at various travel
agencies, you must have
done some traveling yourself.
Where have you been?

Debbie: As a kid, I traveled
throughout Europe when my
stepstepfather was stationed
in Germany. I explored the
United Kingdom as a married
adult, and my husband and
I recently spent our 30th
wedding anniversary at
Disney World!
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artists I admire—Carl Brenders, Nancy
Glazier, Charles Russell and, of course,
Michelangelo. I was eleven or twelve
when I first saw the Sistine Chapel, David,
and the Pieta. I swear I thought I saw the
statues taking a breath. The experience is
still as fresh today as it was all those years
ago.

Art Chowder: So this is a very personal
journey for you.

Debbie: Yes. The big thing with me is that
I want to paint the things I’m passionate
about—the things I value and love, and
I hope people can see that passion in my
work.

Art Chowder: I know I can. Your art is
incredible. What mediums do you work in?

Debbie: My preferred mediums are pastels,
acrylics, and scratchboard. I’ve worked
with acrylics the longest and choose to use
them more like oils than watercolors. By
that I mean I apply them thickly, with many
layers and/or glazes. The end result looks
like an oil painting when it is completed.
I love painting with pastels because of the
tactile nature of the medium. Pastels are
a pure pigment combined with a binder.
They are archival and have been around
for centuries, and have even been used by
many of the masters. The range of colors
and effects that can be achieved with
pastels is truly amazing. I never get tired of
working them.

DE B B IE HUGHBA N KS

Debbie: No mentor, but there are many

Scratchboard is the newest adventure for
me. I recently did a series of four pictures
using scratchboard: a giraffe, an elephant, a
koala, and a camel. I laid out a white panel,
inked the part that I wanted to scratch, did
the background in acrylics, then scratched
the animal out and inked on top of that.
It’s time intensive, but I love the textures
you can achieve with various tools. I’ve
found this most interesting to explore when
working on pieces involving fur or feathers.
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Art Chowder: You’ve done some
lovely still life paintings. Do you
have a favorite?

Debbie: My favorite changes
frequently, but currently I would
say that I have two, both pastels.
One is titled Redbreast and
depicts a robin next to some
liquor bottles. I challenged
myself to paint a realistic bird,
the glass bottles partially filled
with liquid, some beautiful
reflections and shadows. I am
really happy with the end result.
The second painting is of our
cat, Lucky, sleeping in his
favorite spot near the sliding
door. The sun streaming over
him was striking, and he was so
content. I took artistic liberty and
added a small mouse for a touch
of humor, and to tell a story.
We lost Lucky not too long ago,
so the painting of him is very
special to me.

Art Chowder: Pets are very
important in your life aren’t
they?

Art Chowder: Sounds a little dangerous with what must be sharp, pointy tools.
Debbie: *Laughs* Well, they (my family) don’t let me play with knives or anything
like that in the kitchen, but in my studio I have all sorts of sharp instruments, like
scalpels. I’m not sure why they aren’t worried about that!

Art Chowder: You and your work have a Western flair. Are you a cowgirl at heart?
Debbie: Yes, I am most certainly a cowgirl at heart. I was always the little girl that was
certain I would get a horse at Christmas. The only problem was we lived in town.
When I met my husband he said we would get a place where we could have horses
some day, and now we do.
We currently have two: Raven, and her daughter, Moonshadow.
My normal wardrobe is jeans, boots, and very often a cowboy hat. In fact, some of
my own cowboy boots are the main subjects of a recent series of still life paintings I
did, pairing them with other items I consider special, from around our home.
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Debbie: Yes, besides my horses,
I also have some fish, and four
parrots. Three of the parrots we
hatched at our house. The fourth
was a problem placement from
the pet store, but we took him in
and we love him very much.
I feel that animals are an
extremely important part of
our existence and should be
treasured and celebrated by us
as human beings. That is what
I attempt to do through my art.
There are so many people out
there that form strong bonds and
connections with the animals
they share their lives with.

Art Chowder: Is that why you
also do pet portraiture?

Debbie: Yes, whether it is a
dog, cat, horse or some other
animal, many clients want to
have a portrait painted of the
companion and friend that has
meant so much to them. Many
times after their pet has passed
away—people have a have
a deep connection with their
pets, and because I too love
animals—I feel I am uniquely
qualified to create a loving
tribute of their friend.
I love talking to people about
their pets, finding out how much
they meant to them. I love to
hear all the stories about what
made their pet an individual,
unique and special. I want to
really get to “know” them before
I ever start painting. Doing a
good job on a portrait such as
this is truly one of the most
satisfying things I do as an artist.

Art Chowder: What was the most
difficult painting you’ve had to
do?

Debbie: That’s easy. This year I was asked to do a
painting of an asphalt paver and the paving crew. It was
a challenge, but one I am glad I accepted. It was a very
technical piece and a bit out of the norm for me. I spent
a long time on it, but in the end I was pleased with it, as
was the client.

Art Chowder: For anyone who wants to see more of your
work, where can we find you?

Debbie: You can go to my website hughbanksart.com,
find me on Facebook as DebbieHughbanksArt, or search
my name on flootie.com or artistsforconservation.org.
I am continuously showing at the Spokane Gallery
in Spokane Valley, WA. I am currently showing at
Artapalooza at the Liberty Building until Jan. 30th, and
I will be the featured artist at Wenaha Gallery in Dayton,
WA, Jan. 15 through Feb. 10.
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